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COSTA RICA 


MALNUTRITION DIMINISHES IN CHILDREN UNDER SIX YEARS OF AGE 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 18 Aug 80 p 8A 


(Text] The prevalence of first-, second- and third-degree malnutrition 
among children under 6 years of age has decreased considerably over the 
period 1966-1978, a decrease which can be observed in a more marked way 
during the period 1975-1978. The previous statement is part of an article 
on the nutritional situation among children under 6 years of age in Costa 
Rica which wae published in the bulletin of the Nutritional Information 
System (SN1). 


According to the report, upon analysis of the percentages of moderate 
(second-degree) and severe (third-degree) malnutrition, it is possible to 
note that in 1966, 13.7 percent of the children were in the above categor- 
les, F in 1975, the figure was reduced to 12.3 percent and to 8.4 percent 
in 1975. 


The article points out that even where the samples in the study vary, they 
are valid for a preliminary analysis of the directions of change in the 
nutritional state of our country. 


Moreover, with respect to the information on retarded growth--that is, cases 
of children 90 percent or more below size according to age--the article 
demonstrates that while in 1966 the proportion of children with retarded 
growth was 16.9 percent, in 1975 it was 16.9 percent [as published] and 6.5 
percent in 1976 


With the limitations imposed by the use of variable samples, the article 
notes, the analysis of the anthropometric data of the aforementioned studies 
shows that considerable improvement has occurred in the nutritional state of 
children under 6 between 1966 and 1978. 


Furthermore, the changes in the figures on disease and general mortality, 
infant mortality and mortality from 1 to 4 years of age which have occurred 
in our country during the last 15 years support the conclusions about the 
improvement. 




















Likewise, the article explains that the SN] will wake efforts to compile 
anthropometric information euch a8 the statiatica on neight and weight 
among schoolehildren., This will allow @ more accurate evaluation of the 
order of magnitude of the nutritional changes made in different parts of 
Costa Rica, 


Finding: 


in the firet part of the article, some significant anthropometric findings 
are established on the resulte of the national study on nutrition in 1975, 
both at the national level and by degrees of urbanization of the areas 
included in the study. 


In the category of weight according to age, it was determined that 8.6 per- 
cent of the children evaluated were at second or third stages of malnutrition, 
& percentage which, when applied to the total population of children 0 to 6 
yeare of age in 1978, indicates that approximately 28,400 children are suf- 
fering or have euffered from this disease. 


As to growth retardation, that is to say small children with a height less 
than 9C percent of that expected for their age, the article notes that 7.6 
percent of the children etudied suffered from growth retardation and pro- 
Jecting thie to the total child population reveals that about 25,200 children 
have this problem. 


The study also reveals that 21.3 percent of the children were found to have 
a weight deficiency with respect to their height. Among them, 3.5 percent 
are classified as “weakened,” having only 80 percent of the weight expected 
for their height, a figure which represents a total of 11,000 children 
“weakened” in the country. 


Comparisons 


In the study, the average weight of Costa Rican children of both sexes, by 
age, is compared with the average standard in Iowa, a town [sic] in the 
United States. 


The average figures for height among Costa Rican children between 0 and 18 
months are similar to the average of the Americans. But after 18 months, 
the average figures for height are below the Iowa average. At 54 months 
this difference is almost 5 cm. 


Rural and Urban 


In a comparison between children from the city and the countryside, the 
results are revealing. For instance, the -cudy shows that malnutrition of 
the second and third degree is present ‘:. sparsely populated rural areas 
in the amount of 12 percent, while ou. the urban level it is 6 percent. 


2 

















n the other hand, 7./ percent of children in rural areas are overweight 
compared ti Lu percent in the cities, 


Upon calculating the total number of malnutrition cases (second and third 
degree ) in urban areas, in heavily populated rural areas and i: sparsely 
populated rural areas, one finds that of the e 4,400 malnourished children 
in the country during thie period, 6,000 live in urban areas, 9,000 come 
from heavily populated rural areas and 13,000 come from sparsely populated 
rural areas, 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


CONJUNCTIVITLS EPIDEMIC IN JUTIAPA=-"Bacterial conjunctiviris” or "eye 
disease" has become a real epidemic in this region, according to Dr 
Alberto Herler of the Juan V. Moncada Health Center in the Jutiapa com- 
munity. The disease is produced by an insect commonly known as "jejen" 
[gnat, mosquito], which has proliferated in an incredible fashion, en- 
dangering the health of the inhabitants, who have also been affected by 
malaria and dengue [tropical fever]. Dr Herler said that it has not been 
possible to control these insects mainly because of the neighbors’ lack 
of cooperation in controlling the centers of proliferation. They have 
not cleaned lots, built latrines or taken all the hygiene measures re- 
quired by this case. Public Health has started a fumigation program in 
all the area partly to control the proliferation of the insects that are 
seriously harming the health of the inhabitants of this municipality. 

Dr Albert Herler is appealing to the inhabitants of the place to cooper- 
ate with public health officials in destroying all the centers of infec- 
tion that are breeding places for flies and mosquitoes. [Text! [San 
Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Aug 80 p 45] 9341 
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SEVERAL CHOLERA CASES REPORTED IN FARIDABAD 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jul 80 pp 1, 7 


‘Excerpt| With four deaths from cholera and gastro-enteritis within a week, 
the Ballabhgarh sub-division of Haryana, 35 kms from Delhi, is faced with 
the threat of a cholera epidemic. 


The All-India Institute of Medical Sciences, which has adopted the sub- 
division under the Central Government's village-adoption scheme by medi- 
cal colleges, has rushed a dozen doctors to investigate the cause of 
disease. 


The situation in the AIIMS Ballabhgarh Hospital aggravated when the doc- 
tors found that they had run out of intravenous saline water drops, 
supposed to be a sheet anchor in cholera or gastroenteritis cases. [as 
publ ished] 


On Wednesday, senior district medical officials from Faridabad township, 
divisional headquarters of Faridabad district, made a hurried visit to the 
hospital, which has within a forthnight or so admitted about three dozens 
of gastro-enteritis cases, of whom two were confirmed as "positive cholera 
cases." 


The first death from gastroenteritis occurred in the hospital on 8 July. 
It was a five-month-old girl, Sunita. Within five days there was another 
death from the same disease but it was an older girl this time though, 
ironically, of the same name. Another four days passed and an infant of 
five months, Vishal, died. The very next day it was the turn of a one 
and a half year old girl, Bijlani. 


The doctors in the hospital were still taking it “easy.” But, what 
alarmed them, was the death of Mrs Nathi, 50, who was also admitted to 
the hospital with the symptoms of gastroentrology. Consultations among 
the senior doctors of the hospital ensued immediately. A death of an 
adult could not be taken as an “ordinary” gastroenteritis case. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


INCIDENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS--Bombay, July 19:--Nearly nine million people 

in India suffer from tuberculosis and about two million of them are in- 
fectious. The T.8. control programme has hardly reached a million peo- 
ple, according to Dr V. Ramalingaswamy, director-general of the Indian 
Council of Medical Research. I[naugurating a two-day seminar on "Contro- 
versies in tuberculosis,’ organised by the H. N. Hospital medical re- 
search society here today, Dr Ramalingaswamy said the bulk of the cases 
brought under the programme had "radiological shadows,” suggestive of T.B. 
but not proven to be so. The predictive value of the shadows for T.B. was 
a controversy. The BCG trial was not a controversial issue, he felt. The 
trial was flawless. Effective tec’ nologies existed for the control of 
T.B. and they should be integrated into the general health services, par- 
ticularly at the primary heaith care level, Dr Ramalingaswamy said. This 
required political will, adequate resources, proper managerial support, 
decentralisation and demystification of medical technologies. This is 

the fourth seminar organised by the society, and in the last seven years, 
it had dealt with 25 research schemes. Twelve research programmes are in 
progress. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jul 80 p 5] 


ARCOT ENCEPHALITIS VICTIMS--Madras July 21.--Dr H. V. Hande, Health Mir- 
ister, told the Legislative Council on Monday that the brain fever 
(encephalitis) had claimed 52 lives of children in South Arcot district. 
The Minister said the disease affected 75 children of the age group 2 to 
13 in the district and sufficienc precautionary measures had been taken. 
Dr Hande, who was making a statement in response to a calling attention 
motion, said it was ound from tests that the disease was caused due to 
the bite of a kind o: mosquito. The blood samples of the affected persons 
had been sent to the branch of Institute of Virology in Bangalore and they 
were awaiting the results for further action to be taken. Messrs. E. S. 
Venkatesan and C. R. Lakshmikanthan, in their motion, had urged the 
Government to take immediate steps to prevent the spread of brain fever. 
[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Jul 80 p 12] 
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CHOLERA AMONG REFUGEE S=-Alipurduarf, Aue, ic. (helera hae broken out 
amonme the evacuees from the Minit Hille, now eonfined tu the A. ipurduar 
jue tion This has caused anxiety among residents of Alipurduar, who 
have complained te the subdivisiona! authorities a sentor police of fictal 
naid The refugees, however, are trickiing in very email! fumbere flow, 
There were no arrivale on Sunday, it wae aetated, No more deaths have 
ceurred at the junetion sinee Auguet 4, when two people died, The 
subdivistena!l authorities have adopted measures to keep sanitary condi- 
tiona from getting out of hand, The Red Crosse ise helping. Vigilance 
by plainclothes policemen continues, The evacuees are not allowed to 
move away from the etation area, [Emeerpt) [Caleutta THE STATESMAN 
in Pnelish 13 Auge 80 p 7} 


CHOLERA IN BHANDARA~-Bhandara, Auguat 10 (PIL) Seven people have died 
of eholera in Bhandara district in the last one week, according to offi- 
cial reports received here tonight. Mr. S&S. S&S. Sohond, collector of 
Bhandara, told PTI tonight that, of the seven dead, one was from 
Bhandara town and the remaining six from rural areas. Seventy-nine 
cases are now being treated in the newly-opened isolation ward in 
Shandara town, while 152 are being treated in rural areas. Teame of 
doctore and workers of voluntary organisations have fanned out in the 
district to carry out anti-cholera measures. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF IND’ A in English 11 Aug 80 p 9) 


VIRAL LNPECTION SWEEPS NORTH--New Delhi, 14 Sept--Forty people have died 
in the past two weeks from an unidentified viral infection sweeping the 
Rohilkhand region of north India, the Press Trust of india said Saturday. 
Quoting official reports received at the Rohilkhand District headquarters 
in Bareilly, 135 miles east of New Delhi, the news agency said the virus 
had affected more than 20,000 people, and killed 40 persons. The agency 
said typical symptoms of the unidentified disease vere chill and high 
fever, The Rohilkhand region comprises several districts, most of them 
densely forested and notorious for hot and humid climate, NAB/UPI [Test] 


(Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 16 Sep 60 p 6) 
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INDONESIA 


[RIAN MALARIA VICTIMS REPORTED, HEALTH SERVICE NEED NOTED 


ja oeta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 5 Jul 80 p i2 


[fext) Of the deaths reported in 1979 to the Irian Jaya Health Department 
Provincial Office by the Community Health Centers and clinics, 15 percent 
were due ») malaria, Dr Suryadi Gunawan said to the ANTARA news agency 
last Friaay that these figuree were based on the official reports that have 
just become known. Those outside the official supervision are not yet 
included. The population of Irian ie 12 million, and the estimate is that 
in the year 1979-80 only 300,000 + people have been within reach of health 
care services, From this he concludes that the malaria death rate is such 
higher, especially in the provinces that do not yet have health care. 

Dr Gunawan stated, that based on the reports from the provinces within 
reach of health care, the average number of malaria victims is gore than 
25 percent. We said that the most feared type of malaria, aleo the gost 
frequently oceutring, is tropical malaria, (Plasmodium falciporum), followed 
by tertian malaria, (Plasmodium vivax). There is aleo quartan and ovale 
malaria but these cases are rare. Among the 100 malaria patients at the 
Health Centers and clinics, an average of 60 to 70 have tropical malaria. 


Based on a Health Department survey of the P4M General District, Dr Gunawan 
says that an Irianese living in the malaria region receives an average of 
150 infectious mosquito bites per year. The lethal sosquito in this area 
differs from the species found in other regions of Indonesia. Through 
research the Sunda specie (Anopheles Sundaincus) was found in Java, while 
in Irian and Papua New Guinea one finds the Australian type which come from 
the group, punctualatus, koliensis, farauti and buncrofti, all of which 
are deadly. The alarming results of last years research in this area shows 
an indication of drug resistance to the medication Chloroquine. According 
to Dr Gunawan, this is the medication used the world over to counteract this 
disease. The Jayapura Health Department reports that in the first quarter 
of 1980, 15 percent of the malaria patients are immune to Chloroquine. in 
this case another alternative is to use fansider tablets or sulfa-quinine. 
However, doctors have warned that this could prove harmful to hearing. 


9556 
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INDONESIA 


BRILIS 


CHILDREN DIL OF UNKNOWN DISLASL=~-Cianjur=--8 July=-An epidemic, the nature 

of which ie net yet known, broke out in the village of Sindang Laka, the 
Central Karang district in the Claniur Regency. Thirty-six children died 
after being 111 for only several days. From the information gathered by the 
newspaper “SH”, it appears that the early syeptome are chille and fever, 
Afcer thie the victim coughe, and a day later becomes weak and paralysed, 
The children who get the disease are usually between the ages of 5 months 
and 14 years, (Text) [Jakarta STNAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 9 Jul 80 p 3) 
95% 


MEASLES CLAIM 60 LIVES=-Kambing, a very emall island south of Madura, reported 
60 deaths and 39) othere are being treated for measles. The report is that 
thie number say imerease. The age of the children who died was not included 
in the «port. Tt eimply stated that they were below the age of 7. In early 
june, thie disease struct a fishing village on an island with a population 
of 10,254, The peak of the disaster occurred when the victims died in 

the fourth week of July. Two health agencies quickly sent a team of doctors 
to Kambing to take a survey and bring medicine and help to the people. The 
resulte of thie etudy showed that the children who died of the measles also 
hed further complications, such as coughing, congestion and inflamed lungs. 
The majority had suffered from inflamed lungs and had not received any 
medication. Three months ago, there was also an outbreak of measles in 

the eastern Sidoarjo, Pasuruan and Bondowoso Regency. A number of children 
under age 5 died at that time. This disease is caused by a t of 

virus which can be carried via air. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS iS tadenestes 
0 Jul 80 p 1) 95%6 


GASTROENTERITIS DECREASING IN ACEH--In the Pidie Regency (Aceh), by the 
third week of July 1980, 109 people suffered from gastroenteritis, five of 
whom have died. According to Dr Khalikul Bahri, ‘ead of Health Services 
for the Pidie Regency, assisted by Dr Sanusi, head of the Sigli General 
Hospital, and Saiful, head of the Cholera Section, said the first outbreak 
occurred last February when 2 of 120 patients died. KOMPAS, the newspaper, 
received this information during a visit to their office on 26 July 1980. 
Purther statistics show that in March, 3 out of 98 patients died; in April, 
i owt of 62; in May, 3 out of 71 and in June, 2 out of 62 died. By the end 
of the third week in July, 562 patients had been treated at the Pigli 
General Hospital and of those, 15 have died. Compared with 2 years ago 
thie is a sharp decrease. In 1976, there were 1,475 patients treated and 
70 deaths while in 1979 there were 872 patients treated and only 29 deaths. 
[Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 3) ‘ul 80 p 8) 9556 
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MOZAMBITOUT 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS CAMPAIGN, MEASLES VACCTINATIONS--Maputo Province ita the 
scene of 4 vast anti-tuberculosia campaign, Radio Mogambiaque reported 
that Joao Schawilbach, provincial health director for Maputo, announced 
that the number of tuberculosis cases has gradually been decreasing. 
During the first semester of thie vear, 1,106 cases of tuberculosi«a 
were regiatered in the city of Maputo, while only 106 cases were 
detected in the remaining dietricte. Meanwhile, more than 16,000 
children have been vaccinated againat measles in Maputo from the 
beginning of the vaccination campaign. This program began last July, 
and the number of vaccinations against measles hae been increasing. 
During the month of Auguet slone, more than 11,000 children were 
vaccinated, The higheaet sumber of measles casea was regiatered in 
lulv, with the incidence of the disease decreasing in Auguaet 
\Excerpte! [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 Sep 80 p 2) 
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BRIEFS 


TWO GASTROENTERLTLS DEATHS<-Kavre, Sept. Li--Two gastro-enteritis patients 
of Dapcha and Banepa undergoing treatment have died, according to the 
dector concerned, report RSS. Meanwhile, a few cases of gastro-enteritis 
have been spotted at Banepa, Panauti, Ohulikhel, Nala and Shreekhandpur 
village panchayare of Kavre district, However, cholera germs have not 
been detected in the stool of the patients, according to the doctor, 
(Text) (Kathmandu THE RISING WEPAL in English 14 Sep 80 p 3) 
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NICARAGUA 


MINISTRY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ANTIMALARIA PROGRAM 


PA2Z41910 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 
0200 GMT 24 Sep 80 


[Text] The Health Minietry will implement a vest emergency plan to fight malaria tn 
our country io the next few days, Companero Rene (Darce), who is in charge of the 
sintetry's preventive medicine department, announced. 


‘Begin recording!) The Health Minietry te making huge efforts to control this disease, 
ne of our country's moet serious health problems. in our efforte to fight this disease, 
we have tried to use all the resources available. We have sought ties with the mass 
_feanizationse and have made use of the national literacy crusade to make crusaders work 
to control thie disease. 


Malaria represents 4 serious problem in our country beceuse in the past it had been 
totally meelected. During the liberation war, the program's funds were used to repress 
the people. The [word tndietinet), the inetrumente were destroyed (‘during @ raid) and 
now we are [word indtietinet) that malaria should become @ serious problem. 





We want to seke people aware that we will have a high incidence of maleria this year be- 
-auee, unfortunately, whenever these programs ere suspended for a time, the number of 
cases greatly sultiplies. 


The Government of National Reconstruction has given top priority to this program and the 
Health Minietry has given top priority in 19861 to the maleria programs. We have tried 
to |word indistinct) and detect the areas where there is the highest incidence rate and 
we have detected 70 percent of the malaria cases in Ch‘nandega, Leon and Managua. So 
most of our resources will be used in those places in an effort to effectively control 
this problem. 


[Question by unidentified speaker) Companero, how will the ministry try to fight malaria’ 


|Anewer|) We will try to fight the carrier, the eanopheles mosquito. We will spray 
houses in the moet affected areas with insecticides that affect thie type of mosquito 
because the anopheles sosquito has built up « resistence to a large number of in- 
eecticides. We will aleo provide systematic treatment for all those persons (laffected 
by the disease) in places where malaria is frequent, that is, in Leon, Chinandega and 
Managua. We will declare an emergency tone in the neighborhoods located on the shores 
of Lake Manague because that te where we have found the highest incidence of malaria. 
jend recording | 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA, RABIES MEASURES--The Epidemiological Unit of the Ministry of 
Health, in Obudu Local Government area of Cross River State has innocula- 
ted a total of 1,845 persons against cholera. The innoculation followed 
recent reports of the outbreak of the disease in Anambra State. Mr. Colum- 
bus Ugar, the Higher Rural Health Superintendent incharge of the Unit, 

told newamen in the area that he was satisfied with the encouraging turn- 
out of membere of the public for the innoculation. He, however, regretted 
that the exercise could not be carried out in the rural areas because the 
vaccine was in emall quantity. But he promised that, as soon as a new 
consignment of the vaccine arrived from the headquarters, the unit will ex- 
tend the exercise to the rural areas. The superintendent advised those 
within the urban who did not benefit from the first exercise, to come for- 
ward and guard against ite epidemic. Another report from the area, said 
that mass anti-rabbies innoculation of dogs has also begun there. The ex- 
ercise is caused by the recent high incidence of dog bites in the local 
government area. A notice issued from the Veterinary Division of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture and Natural Resources in the area advised dog owners, 
to take their dogs to the veterinary clinic for innoculation. The notice 
warned that anybody who violated the instruction would be at his own risk, 
adding that the need for the innoculation was in order to arrest the situa- 
tion of dog menace. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 6 Sep 80 p 3) 


GUINEAW@RM APPEAL--We the people of Mgbo Agbaja and Agbaja and Abofia in 
Abakaliki Local Government wish to appeal to Anambra State Government, es- 
pecially Governor Chief Jim Nwobodo to please use his good offices to make 
boreholes available for us. This should be situated at Ekemgbo Community 
School, Abakaliki. For a long time we have been suffering from this dan- 
gerous disease--guineaworm, and up-to-date no improvement whatsoever because 
of lack of pipe-borne water. Good water is one of the nessential ingredi- 
ente of life and we have been for years left without it. We only have 
available contaminated pond and stream water which are very dangerous to 
health for human consumption. The worst part of this disease (guineaworm) 
is that it does not keep a dam to affect human being in any part of the 
body [as printed]. The funnest, I have witness between January to April 
this vear more than 90 males who suffered from guineaworm disease in their 
testis and 79 females in their breasts, not to talk of others who suffered 
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in their legs, hands, bottom, abdomen, back etc. [as printed), Even a 
friend of mine suffered same disease in her private part. I myself suf- 
fered same more than five times this year but on my legs. We urgently 
need boreholes water for drinking so as to rescue ue from water borne dis- 
ease, We also like to siege this opportunity to appeal to the authority 
concerned to conatruct a road to Ekemgbo Community School, Abakaliki. 1 
believe the authority concerned will now appreciate to note that the cor- 
rect distant from Abakaliki township to the said echool is only two 

miles and not eight kilometres as was published in the New Nigerian News- 
papere of 2nd Auguet 1980, May I seize this opportunity to give immense 
thanks in advance to Anambra State Government for urgent attention which 
will be appreciated. [Letter by Uhopu Chief Nwaogbaga) [Text] {Kaduna 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 10 Sep 80 p 4) 
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SOUTH KOREA 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC SPREADS TO PUSAN, KWANGJU 
Country Under Quarantine 
S$K240134 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0115 GMT 24 Sep 80 


[Text] Seoul, 24 Sep (HAPTONG)=~<The number of cholera cases increased to 53 as the 
water-borne epidemic struck four more densely populated areas including Pusan and Kwangju, 
capital of South Cholla Province, as of Sunday. The latest outbreaks were five cases 
each in Pusan and Kosong, South Kyongeang Province, and four each in Kwangju and Kokeung 
in South Cholla Province where 29 cholera patients were first reported last Thursday. 

Two of them have already lost their lives. In addition, Seoul has four patients and the 
North Cholla Province township of Tonchang two persons, all isolated in hospitals as 
confirmed cholera cases. 


The Health and Social Affairs Ministry, which already placed the whole of the country 
under quarantine last week, took additional anti-cholera precautionary steps that included 
temporary shutdown of restaurants serving “naengmyon" (the buckwheat noodles served with 
raw fish and ice). Also banned under the precautionary steps were the practice at 
restaurantes of serving wet serviettes. Travellers to and from the cholera-‘,iected areas 
and all the inhabitants in the areas were ordered to receive compulsory anti-cholera 
vaccinations. 


Meanwhile, the Seoul Municipal Board of Education today instructed all the schools in the 
capital not to organize their annual autumn sports meets, study tours and other school events 
until after November. 


Outbreak Linked to Seafood 


§K240836 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0816 GMT 24 Sep 80 


[Text] seoul, 24 Sep (HAPTONG)--The health authorities investigating to determine the 
cause of cholera outbreaks said today they discovered the germs of the water-borne disease 
in marine products on sale in Mokpo, a port city on the southwest coast about 250 miles 
south of Seoul. The sea foods found carrying cholera germs were octopus, flat-fish, 
hair-tail, shrimp, clam, crab and eel, all caught recently off the southwest coast. 


The authorities have already issued a total ban on fishing operation off the coast last 
Thursday when the first outbreak of cholera infected 29 persons in the port city and its 
neighbouring Sinan County, killing two of then. 


As of today, 18 primary or middle schools went into temporary recess in both South and 
North Cholla Provinces because of ever-spieading cholera. 
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ZAMB 1A 


RABLES KILLS FOUR IN KITWE 





Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 16 Sep 80 p } 


[Text | 
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ZAMB LA 


BRLEFS 


CHOLERA REPORTS PROBED--The Ministry of Health has dispatched a medical 
team to the Northern Province to investigate reports of a cholera outbreak, 
Acting permanent secretary Dr Winford Lungu, said in Lusaka yesterday the 
ministry had sent out medical supplies to treat and prevent cholera cases. 
He was commenting on reports that two people have died from the killer 
disease while two others were receiving treatmerit at Mbala general hospital. 
According to area governor Mr Amon Ntinda, about seven cases of cholera 
had been reported to his office by hospital authorities in Mbala, Dr Lungu 
said he had heard about the reported deaths through the Press and was not 
sure if sayone had died from the disease or not, He said the ministry had 
sent out the medical team to ascertain whether there was cholera in the 
area or not. It was possible that these were suspected cases of cholera 
which could be various forms of diarrhoea, "There are various forms of 
diarrhoea and | cannot comment on whether the reported cases are cholera 

or not until I have a report based on laboratory tests," he said. [Text] 
{Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 20 Sep 80 p 5] 
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ZIMBABWE 


DRIVE IN MASHONALAND 


AN TL MEASLES 








Salisbury THE HERALD in English 19 Sep 80 p ll 
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MEASLES EPIDEMIC IN MATABELELAND REPORTED 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 18 Sep 80 p 9 


[Text | 


BULAWAYO. 
CHILDREN were dyin 
of measies in all fu 
areas of Matabeleland, the 
Provincial Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr Alan Pugh. 
said here yesterday 

‘We do not get the 


pot a ctifable disease. 
But everywhere I I 
hear that children ve 
wMany Bu 

y lawayo le 
have been treated tor the 
disease 


The fact that some 
children who had been 


immunised against 
measies yet still Con- 
tracted it did sot surprise 


“Thie ie Sothing sew,” 
ne said. “The vaccine is 


“Ao additional factor 
ie that ip our hot climate 
vaccine sometimes § loses 


ite potency. I would 
5-10 percent of the childe 
ren with 
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ZIMBABWE 


GRAVITY OF MEASLES EPIDEMIC, OTHER DISEASES REPORTED 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 25 Sep 80 p 13 


[Text] 


cso: 


BLLAWAYO., 
AN MP for Matabeleland South, 
Mr Stephen Nkomo, said in 
Bulawayo yester’ay the Kexi 
area is in the grip of drought, 
and many children had measles 


and bilharzia, 


and many more will die unless the 
Province Medica! Officer of Heaith 
cap arrest the measles epidemic. 
Antelope Mine hospita) should be re- 
opened,” he said. 

The disease was most active ip 
the Shashani area. 

At Kezi primary school at ieast 
100 children had bilharzia, he said. 

There was a grave lack of water 
for humans and animals. Some bore- 
holies destroyed during the war were 
still not functioning “notwithstanding 
efforts by the department concerned’. 

“Much remains to be done to pro- 
vide water in the area.” he said The 
Grougnt. and loss of gtazing had 
eaused hundreds of cattle deaths 


5400 


“Unless the Government ouys 
some land ip the area for resettie- 
ment, the future for these people is 
gloomy indeed.” 

The programme of supplying seeds 
aod other agricultural items wee in 
progress, but the problem of provid. 
ing the people with building material 
“had not been touched”, he said 

“People who lost heir homes in 
the wai are doubly affected. They 
need homes and agricultural heip 

When people were given § serd, 
fertiliser, and ploughs they should 
also be supplied with building mate- 
rial, he said. 

He had spent several recent week: 
ends im the Matobo area, meting 
people, viewing projects and ..<s#s- 
ing ms. 

e had urged the people to take 
advantage of Devags seeds and 
farm-aid distribution p mmer. 

Devag was sending field teams tc 
all rural areas and was working 
closely with political party officials. 

“The Roads Department appear: 
to be carrying out its programm 
satisfactorily,” he said 














COSTA RICA 


LOSS OF CATTLE DUE TO TICK EPIDEMIC REPORTED 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 11 Aug 80 p 16 A 


[Text) The Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry (MAG) has re- 
ported that, during the last 12 months, ticks have caused cattle losses 
estimated at some 69 million colones, 


A etudy made by that organization reveals that this acarus, which is 

barely between 4 and 6 mm long, affected 282,683 heads of cattle and the 
losses stem from the decrease in meat and milk production as well as from 
the devaluation of the leather because it is damaged by the small animal. 


it was learned that ticks produce high mor’ ility among adult cows of 
select breeds imported annually, because tuis type of cattle is very sus- 
ceptible to anaplasmosis and piroplasmosis, diseases produced by this 
scartue. 


it was learned that 13 million colones were spent during this period to 
control the emall animal through the use of bathe vith tick-killing 
liquide; a considerable sum was also spent for medicines to cure clinical 
cases of anaplasmosis and piroplasmosis. 


Fxper iment 


The MAG also said that in an experiment carried out during the develop- 
ment of the tick control project headed by Dr Edwin Perez Chaverri, a 
“validation,” or control test with periodic baths every 21 days was done 
with 10 milch cow herds in San Isidro de Coronado. It was concluded 
from the test that spray baths every 21 days are more than enough con- 
trol for milch cow herds of this area, as long as the task is well done. 


Contro! 
The ministry added that the veterinarians working in the control program 


have considered the need to find the cheapest and most efficient methods 
to achieve that goal. 
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USSR 


SLOW BREEDING, DISEASE CAUSE GEORGIAN LIVESTOCK DECREASE 
10221325 Thiliei ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 4 Sep 80 p 1 
|Article: “Overcoming Shortcomings” | 


| Text) Ae ie shown by data from the republic's Central Statistical Administration, on 
farms in many rayone in the republic the rate of increase in livestock numbers has fallen 
in recent yeare. In the firet 7 months of the current year alone calving and calf survival 
indicators have been allowed to fall on farme in 30 rayons in the republic. Things are 
particularly bed in thie reepect in Kedekiy, Kobuletekiy, Samtredekiy, Tianetekiy, Kvareleky, 
and Tekhinwaleky rayone. The lambing rate has fallen sharply on farme in Adigenskiy, 
Vaepekiy, Marneulekiy, Onekiy and other rayons. The farrowing rate in the same period is 
down from laet year's, thus the sumber of pigs produced per breeding sow has decreased by 
1.68 in Aspindrekiy Raven, 3.05 in Akhalteikhekiy Rayon, 1.84 in Adigensky Rayon, 1.44 in 
Adigenskiy Rayon, 1.14 in Borghomeky Rayon, 2.02 in Mtskhetekiy Rayon, 1.38 in Dushetokiy 
Rayon, 1.22 im Leningorekiy Rawon, and 2.54 in Znaurekiy Rayon. This list could be continued, 


There hae been an increase in gurrain among cattle on farme in Adigenskiy, Tevlukidzevekiy, 
Vanekiv, Zeetafonekiy, Onekiy and Ambrolaurekiy rayons, among hogs on farms in Aspindeskiy, 
Karelekiy, Borghomekiy, Cardabanesky, Tetritekaroyekiy, Marneulekiy and Mavakovekiy 

rayone and in the Abkhagekaya ASSR, and among sheep and goats on farme in Goriyskiy, 
Curdghaanekiy, Signakhekiv, Telawekiy, Marneulekiy and Teagerskiy rayons and in the Yugo- 
Osetinekava Autonomous Republic. 


Commenting on theese data, Doctor of Veterinary Sciences £.5. Kapanadze, chief of the 
veterinary sec.or of the Georgian Zootechnice and Veterinary Teaching and Research 
Institute, told a GRUZINPORM correspondent 


"In recent years, particularly since the 18th Georgian CP Central Committee Plenum, 4 
ereat deal of work has been done in the republic to further develop the livestock raising 
sector, imerease livestock productivity and to strengthen the fodder base. Among som 
comrades, however, ‘he initial successes led to 4 sense of complacency and a lackadaisical 
attitude. This criticiem applies chiefly to specialists at kolkhoe and sovkhor Livestock 
white and interfere enterprises. For example, is the high incidence of barrennes in many 
xolkhoves and sovkhozes’ public-sector herds not indicative of considerable shortcomings 
in their work’ 


Comrade L. I. Sreghnev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and chairman 

of the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium, spoke about the harm thie is doing to public-sector 
livestock rafeing at the conference at the Kazakhstan CP Central Committee. “More 
attention,” he said, “muet be paid to qualitative livestock raising indicators. One gets 
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WAR DAMAGE TO CATTLE, DISEASE CONTROL REPORTED 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 22 Sep 80 p 5 
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FATALITIES 


The screase 19 Weldence 
of anthras 8 humane has 


been dramatic io 1678 « 
total of 4608 Oneee wae 
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prohibited 


These measures ove: 
ommeafully iumited the 
Gaate and the enpual 
average anthrax toll of 
cate until 1978 was ap 
promimately 20 animale 

’ the article said 


Only 24 people died out 
of i74 reported cates of 
anthrax in Somane if the 
78 yeare onli) 1978 


With the re-intreduc- 
hon mte ‘he country is 
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INTER“AFRIGAN AFFAIRS 


PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS THREATENS WEST AFRICA 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 19 Sep 80 pp 3, 6 


(text) Accra (Agencies)--The worst plague of locusts to hit Africa for 40 
years could devastate crops across several West African countries in the 
next few months, according to experts tackling the problem, 


Mr. Herbert Alomenu, Director-General of the International African Migra- 
tory Locust Oeganisation said civil war in Chad was hampering efforts to 
control the locusts now covering 400,000 square kms, in Chad, Cameroun 
and Nigeria. 





He said in an interview that the civil war, which began in February 1979, 
made it impossible to attack the locusts’ breeding grounds in the Lake Chad 
basin. 


It is the second time in three years locusts have spread uncontrolled 
because of an African war. In 1977-78, a plague of desert locusts hit the 
Horn of Africa. On that occasion, it was the war of aggression in the 
Ogaden unleashed by Somalia which delayed effective control. 


Locust experts say the latest plague could have catastrophic effects on the 
agriculture of several sub-Saharan countries. 


"So far there has not been any major impact on crops because the locusts 
have largely been in areas where ranching predominates. But we forecast 
that later this year the north-east Harmattan winds could blow the locusts 
through southern Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana," Mr. Alomenu said. 


"This would lead to very important crop damage and food shortages. 


He said that at present the plague was comparable in size to that which 
affected the Horn of Africa three years ago. But he added that it would 
definitely get worse and could be considered the worst outbreak the conti- 
nent had seen since the plague of 1928-1941, 
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That plague started in Mali. Lt spread trom the Atlantic to the Indian 
Ocean and down to South Africa, leaving widespread famine in its wake, 


in June Me. Alomenu's organisation known as 0,1.C.M.A, after ite French 
initials appealed to the international community for emergency aid to 
combat the advancing locusts, 


So far O.1,.C.M.A, hae collected 800,000 dollars, still far short of the 
two million dollars it will need over the next six months alone, 


Appeal for funds 


At a meeting in Ghana earlier this month OLGQW renewed its appeal for 
funds, for large-scale locust fighting machinery. 


The locust fighters will have to carry out their spraying operations 
against the insects in Cameroun and Nigeria, 


"The most important area where breeding is going on now--Lake Chad--we 
just cannot enter,” said Mr. Alomenu, 


The war has destroyed the apparatus set up in Chad to monitor locust 
movements. Mr. Alomenu said that troops had taken over the office in 
N'Djamena ot Oclava, a sister organisation also concerned with Locusts. 
The 1 cost threat comes at a time when almost all West African govern- 
ments are putting great stress on increasing food production. Ghana, for 
instance, launched a two-year programme in May to mke the country self- 
sufficient, 


According to Mr. Alomenu, the locusts could jeopardise the agricultural 
programmes of several West African countries, 


President Hilla Limann of Ghana said in an interview that he was very 
concerned about the locust threat, 


The 46-year-old President said he had been born in terrible famine years 
caused by the locust plague of the 1930's, and had seen for himself the 
destructive power of locusts. 


Mr. Alomenu said the crucial gonths would be between now and December. 
The locust fighters will attempt to spray as much land as possible to 
reduce the threat when the Harmattan winds began. 


Most of the spraying so far has been carried out in the massif de L'Adamaoua 


in Central Cameroun and in the Cameroun highlands across the border in 
Nigeria. Special locust-proof helicopters are being used. 
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vut despite the control operations, the area infected has grown ten-folc 
in the past year 


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) are the min bodies financing the drive against the 
locusts, 
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INTER=AMERICAN AFFALRS 


BRIEFS 


MULTICOUNTRY POTATO BACTERIA STUDY--<Our country will head the study and 
research project involving the "Frwin" bacterium, known as “black leg," 
which is causing great losses in potato production. We have been told 
that this action was taken pursuant to one of the agreements reached at 
the conference on bacteriosis in the cultivation of potatoes which was 
held in Costa Rica a few days ago with the participation of specialists 
from the Dominican Republic, the United States, our country and the In- 
ternational Potato Center (CIP), which has headquarters in Lima, Peru. 
This project will be carried out by the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica 
and, among other things, proposes to organize a plan whose objectives 
will eermsic in-depth familiarization with the disease and development of 
suitable technologies for the prevention and control of "black leg." It 
is learned that the objectives of the investigation are: to identify the 
varieties of this bacterium which causes great damage to crops, to ana- 
lyze its capability of surviving in the ground, as well as the effects 
of transmission by seeds and insects in the development of the disease; 
to determine what correlation exists between the rotting potential of 
the seed and the disease in the fields; and to offer training to person- 
nel of countries which are members of the Regional Potato Cooperation Pro- 
gram (PRECODEPA). It was said that this study will make it possible to 
build a solid base of regional scope to control this disease, which 
represents a danger for the economy of the countries with this problem. 
{Text} [San Jose LA NACTION in Spanish 13 Aug 80 EL AGROPECUARIO Supple- 
ment p 9C) 8143 








GUATEMALAN-MEXICAN RUST CONTROL--Edgar Ponciano Castillo, minister of 
agriculture, has reported that on 12 August in the city of Tapachula, 
Mexico, a document will be signed which will facilitate actions taken to 
combat coffee rust. This document complements an agreement and accord 
signed jointly by Guatemala and Mexico for the purpose of taking effec- 
tive measures to control coffee rust. Ponciano Castillo said that the 
ceremony for the signing of this document will be attended by himself, 
officials of the National Coffee Association and other officials re- 
sponsible for the program, on behalf of Guatemala. Mexico will be repre- 
sented by Francisco Merino Rabago, secretary of agriculture and livestock 
of the Mexican Government and other of: ‘clals from that country's coffee 
sector. [Text] [Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 

1l Aug 80 p 8) 8143 
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GUATEMALA=SALVADOR RUST MEAS URD 5S " cottee sunt disease 


is 40 km away from the Guatema)cn=Salvadoran border, said Agriculture 
Minister Edgar Ponciano, te admitted that the fight _—~ the disease 
is related to the political problems of El Salvador, (Begin recording) 
We have adopted all measures in the book, so to speak, The quarantine 
posts have been fumigated, Fumigations have been intensified and a 2-km 
zone has been established near the Salvadoran-Honduran border, which is 
totally free of coffee rust disease (word indistinct] 60 technicians from 
the Agriculture Ministry and from the technical division of the National 
Coffee Association, We also have received aid from the Mexican Government 
in accordance with the Mexican-Guatemlan coffee rust agreement, These 
are the measures we are adopting here in Guatemala; the regional inter- 
national organization for plant protection and animal health is adopting 
measures at the Central American level, Im El Salvador, the coffee rust 
problem is basically connected with politics. Until the Salvadoran 
Government and people solve their political problems, it will be very 
difficult to resolve their agricultural problems, among them coffee rust 
disease, This is because few enterprises are being developed, and no one 
is responsible for the coffee plantations. So until the government and 
the banks give their full support the Salvadoran coffeegrowers, the growers 
will not be able to do much, lend recording) [Text] frazsi9as Guatema la 
City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 0400 GMT 25 Sep 80) 
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COSTA RICA 


AGRLCULTURE MINISTER'S PERFORMANCE CRITICIZED 
PA222139 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1730 GMT 22 Sep 80 
[Station Editorial] 


[Text] The monilia epidemic has forced the President of the Republic to 
declare Limon Province an emergency zone. In other words, we have been 

fighting a disease for 3 years, but instead of controlling it, it is on 

the rise, making it necessary to adopt emergency measures. 


The monilia was quickly detected and a control policy was quickly imple- 
mented. So what happened? Why is the disease still not under control? 
Why are we worse off than before? 


It seems that with the sigatoka epidemic, things are just as bad. It is 
advancing in similarly dangerous fashion. 


We are an agricultural country and we cannot fail to understand that agri- 
culture is an essential and basic part of our economy. Agricultural epi- 
demics and diseases must be considered more seriously. Apparently, when 
sigatoka first appeared, only a small zone in San Carlos was affected and 
it looked as if it would be easy to detect and control it. At the time, it 
was announced in Panama, but not here in Costa Rica, that the sigatoka epi- 
demic affecting our country was attacking only plantains. Now, however, 
sigatoka has spread to almost the entire Atlantic zone and has become a 
veritable headache. 


Of the agriculture ministry we can say it has had to import beans, that it 
has been unable to control sigatoka and that it is equally unable to control 
monilia. In other words, it has a long series of failures which very 
obviously have affected the national economy. The agriculture ministry is 
doing very badly. It began very badly and it is still doing very badly. 


We voice our very strong protest over the manner in which the agriculture 


minister is handling matters that are very important and essential to this 
country. 
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COSTA RICA 


ORIEFS 


MONILTA THREAT DISAPPEARING--The serious threat to cacao production repre- 
sented by monilia has almost disappeared as the result of techniques used 
by MAU [Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock] officials to combat this 
disease, according to Dr Hernan Fonseca, minister of agriculture. He 
said that during his recent visit to the Atlantic region where there are 
300 hectares of cacao beionging to the MAG, he was able to observe that 
monilia had been largely brought under control as the result of the de- 
struction of diseased plants, spraying and other measures taken. He said 
that the methods used by MAG to combat this disease have helped to dissi- 
pate the fears of farmers. He added that if the hectares infested by 
monilia at present are freed of this disease the country could produce 
the 9,000 tons of cacao it was producing before monilia made its appear- 
ance and that in about 3 years a production of 20,000 tons could be 
reached. He said that the principal problem standing in the way of 
attaining this objective is the lack of credits from the National Banking 
System. Dr Fonseca said that because of the lack of credit for the con- 
trol of monilia, he had spoken with Naranjo Coto, executive president of 
the Central Bank, who offered his support in helping to obtain funds to 
be used for this purpose. According to Dr Fonseca, this would be in the 
neighborhood of 40,000 colones for the 1980-81 period. [Text] [San Jose 
LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 13 Aug 80 p 5] 8143 





BANANA DISEASE UNDER CONTROL--Based on a study carried out by the Agri- 
culture and Livestock Ministry's Forest Sanitation Department, Hernan 
Fonseca Zamora, agriculture and livestock minister, reported that the 
virulence and speed with which the black sigatoka was spreading has been 
controlled, He said that one can live with the disease if properly con- 
trolled, Minister Fonseca Zamora said the campaign to control black 
sigatoka has been coordinated with the banana companies and that they 
have asked the Public Works and Transportation Ministry to repair air~- 
fields in Huapiies, Guasimo and Rio Frio so they can continue fumigating 
the plantations with the small planes they are using now, instead of having 
to use larger ones, which have to take off from larger airfields, 
(excerpts) [PA300339 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 30 Sep 80] 
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RUST AFFECTING SUGARCANE PRODUCTLON-#Since sugarcane rust appeared in 
Costa Rica a year ago and is affecting the product's commercial produc- 
tion, the San Carlos area, where the fungus was discovered, has been 
chosen to carry out an investigation aimed at determining which hybrids 
resist the disease, This site was selected, we have been told, because 
it offers the best conditions for the growth of sugarcane rust on suscep- 
tible varieties, According to our information, the propagation of the 
disease has been particularly favored in the following varieties: 

B 50-135, H 59-37-75, H 58-43-92 and H 37-1933, Engineer Franklin 
Aguilar, a sugarcane expert, said that those varieties are found in San 
Carlos and that, for this reason, that area has been hardest hit by rust, 
particularly the 43-62, He went on to say that the Grecia and Turrialba 
cane fields have been less affected and that rust has begun to attack 
hybrids H 37-1933 and B 50-135, which are planted by many farmers, He 
stated that the following varieties have shown greater tolerance to rust: 
Pindar, H 44-30-98, Q 68, NCO 3-10, B 51-129, H 57-51-74 and B 50-377, 
"It is recommended," he added, "not to plant the varieties which are 
susceptible to the disease, since fungicide control is uneconomical," 
[Text] [San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 20 Aug 80 EL AGROPECUARIO Supple- 
ment p 701 8568 
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EL SALVADOR 


COFFEE RUST SPREADS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
PA231524 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 23 Sep 80 


[Text] Costa Rican Agriculture Minister Hernan Fonseca Zamora has 
reported that he received a call from Carlos Hueller, director of the 
Regional International Organization for Plant Protection and Animal 
Health [OITRSA] in El Salvador, to report that the dreadful coffee rust 
disease has invaded all coffee plantations in that country. 


The rust spread from the western to the central region and then on to the 
east part of the country up to the border with Guatemala. 


The disease surpassed the plant quarantine barriers that OIRSA had 
installed in £1 Salvador, Fonseca Zamora added. It can be said that the 
rust is already spread throughout the country's coffee fields. 


The minister announced that the government is taking quarantine mea. ures. 
He noted that these measures include strict control over plantations, 
warehouses and any transportation of grain from El Salvador. This is 
being done to keep the rust from spreading to neighboring countries such 
as Guatemala and Honduras, the countries most threatened by it. 


He said that we must be especially careful now at coffee picking time, 
adding that constant vigilance should not be neglected. 


He noted that the government is conducting a continuous inspection of the 
country's plantations. Fonseca Zamora said that the measures are stricter 


now in order to exercise a greater control. 


There are many people working in the coffee plantations now because of 
the harvest season so any outbreak would affect us directly. The inspec- 
tion for this disease must be more thorough because there is more danger 
that this fungus will spread with the humidity of the rainy season, the 
minister concluded. 
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BRIEFS 


COFFEE DISEASE CONTROL MEASURES--The Guatemalan authorities have ordered 
three measures carried out immediately to prevent the coffee rust disease 
from spreading from £1 Salvador into Guatemala, Jorge Anibal Escobedo, an 
official of the Agriculture Ministry's Forest Sanitation Department, 
reported, These measures are: More vigilance at control posts along the 
border; inspection of coffee plantations next to Salvadoran plantatiors 
and copper (sulfate) fumigation in coordination with the national coffee 
association before the harvest period begins. This is to prevent possible 
contamination from Salvadoran workers who will be coming to Guatemala to 
work on the c. ffee plantations. Man is thought to be main carrier of the 
disease from o:e plantation to another. [Text] [(PA301607 Guatemala City 
Mundial Network in Spanish 1419 GMT 29 Sep 80) 
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HONDURAS 





BRIEFS 


WORMS DESTROY YUCA CROP--Cusuna, Colon=<Yuca producers of the Department 
of Colon are the victims of a plague of worms produced by butterflies. 
The plague extends from the community of Limon to Sangrelaya, and has 
destroyed almost all the crops and damaged the rice and plantain crops. 
The plague appeared some 7 days ago, and that has been enough time to 
cause great damage in the above-mentioned crops, creating a general con- 
cer. among the people of the area, where this year's production will 
surely be lost. Yuca is the only crop on which thousands of families 
depend. According to reports, 2 years ago the yuca crops were attacked 
by the same ingect, but on that occasion the birds ate the worms. 

This counteracted the plague and the damages were minor. This time the 
butterflies are coming in large quantities, are eating the crop leaves 
and are producing the worms, which complete the destruction of the crops. 
Those knowledgeable about this type of situation have said that if gov- 
ernment authorities do not get involved in controlling the plague, it 
could extend to other regions of the country, endangering the 1 ivc!ihood 
of thousands of our countrymen who farm the land. [Text] [San Pedro 
Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 8 Aug 80 p 4) 9341 





COFFEE RUST DENIAL--Natural Resources Minister Rodrigo Castillo today 
denied reports published in a San Pedro Sula newspaper and aired on a 
Tegucigalpa radio station saying *hat there is coffee rust in our country. 
According to the official, there would be no reason to deny the existence 
of the coffee rust if it existed, but it doesn't, He said that the disease 
has not entered our country and that he is basing his statement on tech- 
nical reports that were recently delivered to him. Castillo said that 
there are other blights which are affecting the country's coffee planta- 
tions such as the leaf disease lojo de gallo], the stalk borer and mildew, 
but not coffee rust. If we did have coffee rust here, we would be obli- 
gated to tell the coffeegrowers about it and show them how to fight it. 
Also, this would not mean that there would not be any coffee produced 
because in countries such as Brazil the coffeegrowers have learned to 
live with it. He also said that the quarantine measures have been 
increased particularly in the areas where it was said that the rust had 
entered. Control points have been established in neighboring areas where 
there is an influx of Salvadorans coming into Honduras, [Text] 

[PA251937 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 25 Sep 80) 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


HUBEL INSECT PESTS--According to the Hubei provincial forecasting station 
on insect pests, it is necessary to adopt precautionary measures against 
the outbreak of the fifth generation of rice leafhoppers to insure a 
bumper harvest of late rice. At present, the most serious problem is the 
continuous high temperature. These insects will hatch on 10 September. 

If this is not controlled, there will be large-scale damage to the late 
rice in early October. Therefore, all areas must urgently become 
mobilized. [Wuhan Hubei Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 10 Sep 80 
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